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Southampton is the largest city in the county of Hampshire,  
on the south coast of England. It is well known for its waterfront 
and maritime heritage and is situated 75 miles (121 km)  
south-west of London, making access to the capital easy,  
with excellent transport links. It is also convenient for overseas 
travel, with an airport on the city’s outskirts, and ferries to the 
continent from Portsmouth, within half an hour’s drive.

A development of £160million is 
planned for Southampton’s city 
centre, creating an entertainment 
arena, luxury hotel and a City Plaza. 
One of the UK’s greenest cities, 
Southampton is also a major port, 
noted for its association with the 
RMS Titanic, and is the closest city 
to the New Forest – an area of 
outstanding natural beauty.  
It lies at the northernmost point of 
Southampton Water and is a major 
cruise terminal for a number of the 
largest cruise ships in the world.

Together with Portsmouth and 
surrounding towns, Southampton 
is sometimes considered to form a 
single metropolitan area known as 
South Hampshire. With a population 
of over 1.5 million, this makes 
the region one of the UK’s most 
populous metropolitan areas. In 2016, 
Southampton was ranked by Price 
Waterhouse Cooper as one of the 
top six most attractive places to live 
in the UK.

Sport
•	 	Water	sports	are	everywhere,	

from yachting on the Solent to 
ocean racing, power boating and 
windsurfing. In September, the city 
hosts its annual boat show, the 
largest in Europe

•	 	The	Quays	includes	the	Eddie	
Read Swimming and Diving 
Complex and there is a good 
sports centre at Bassett, as well as 
the Rapids swimming complex in 
nearby Romsey

•	 	St.	Mary’s	Stadium	is	the	home	of	
Southampton FC, and Hampshire 
County Cricket Club is based at 
the Ageas Bowl

•	 	The	city	has	a	dry	ski	slope,	tennis	
courts and all-weather pitches

Culture and nightlife
•	 	There	is	a	wide	range	of	traditional	

pubs and trendy bars throughout 
the city

•	 	The	Mayflower	Theatre	has	ballet,	
panto, opera and comedy, and is 
a venue that attracts touring West 
End productions. The Nuffield 
Theatre on the Highfield Campus 
features a more alternative 
programme. The Turner Sims 
Concert Hall is a leading venue 
for jazz, folk and classical music, 
and the Southampton Guildhall 
is a large music venue. The main 
gallery is the City Art Gallery

•	 	The	Odeon	at	Leisure	World	 
and UGC at Ocean Village  
are multiscreen cinemas,  
whilst	the	Harbour	Lights	
Picture House is Southampton’s 
independent cinema

Shopping
•	 	Known	as	the	Emporium	of	the	

South, Southampton continues 
to expand as a high quality 
shopping centre 

•	 	West	Quay	is	a	£300million	
shopping development with all the 
biggest high street brands

•	 	The	antiques	quarter	is	located	at	
Old Northam Road, and traditional 
and specialist shopping can be 
found at Bedford Place

•	 	The	city	centre	market,	close	to	
the Bargate Monument, is held 
every Friday and Saturday

For further information, visit:  
www.discoversouthampton.co.uk


