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SOUTHAMPTON UNIVERSITY HOSPITALS NHS TRUST 

Audit & Assurance Committee Report 

1.      Clinical Quality and Outcome Assurance Issues 

1.1 Assurance Framework and Corporate Risk Register – Latest Position 
The Audit & Assurance Committee has taken the opportunity to review and discuss the 
format and approach being taken and comments have been reflected in the latest iterations 
of reporting. 

1.2 Summary Minute Report – Integrated Healthcare Governance Committee 
Concern was expressed about the way in which the Trust was represented to candidates for 
example circulated material. 

1.3 Summary Minute Report – Infection Prevention Committee  
The Committee request that the culture in the Trust should be considered, pursuing a ‘your 
organisation’ approach covering all areas, going beyond an individuals own area of direct 
responsibility. 

1.4 Preparation for NHS Litigation Authority Level 2 Assessment Update 
Progress of the preparation for the Level 2 assessment in December 2008 was noted. It was 
requested that there should be triangulation between the NHSLA process, the Trust’s Risk 
Register and Standards for Better Health.   

Post Meeting Note: The Trust attained level 2 following a two day review on 16-17 Dec 08.  

2. Core and Financial Assurance Issues 

2.1    Divisional Review of Unscheduled Care  
 Overall, it is fair to observe that the Committee recognised the challenges for the Division and 

found management reasonably open in their presentation and aware of (and managing) 
those challenges.  The Committee has no current plans to ask them to report to the 
Committee again.  

2.2 Implications of moving to IFRS  
It was concluded that Finance were in good control of, and fully understand the issues. The 
Committee was suprised by the sheer quantity of presentational changes and suggested that 
the Board allocates some time after the year-end to a presentation of those changes. Cash 
flow and cash availability continues to be ahead of Plan, but we will continue to monitor 
closely. 

2.4 Charity Governance Report 
 The Committee discussed and agreed the Charity Governance Report and it is good to see 

the progress being made, albeit absolutely necessary. 
 
2.5 Internal Audit Reports 
 The Committee noted the internal audit reports and are pleased to see the progress being 

made on historic reports, which we monitor closely. The Committee will take a very proactive 
role in agreeing the 2009/10 internal audit plan. 

 
2.6 Counter Fraud Interim Report 
 The Committee congratulated the counter fraud team on a 4 rating - their enthusiasm and 

commitment in an unglamorous area are to be applauded. 
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Recommendation(s): The Board is asked to note this report on the work of the Committee. 


