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Chief Executive’s Report on Current Issues and Actions Taken 
May 2010 

Current News    

1. Celebrating Success  
1.1. Southampton Cancer Centre Awarded High Profile Status 

A Southampton support and information centre for patients affected by cancer and their 
family and friends has won national recognition for the service it provides. The Macmillan 
Cancer Information and Support Centre, based at Southampton General Hospital, has 
become one of only 14 sites in the UK awarded the Macmillan Quality Environment Mark 
(MQEM).  The award marks excellence in providing a comforting setting and level of 
information.  

Since opening in June 2005, the centre, a partnership between Southampton University 
Hospitals NHS Trust and Macmillan Cancer Support, has seen more than 40,000 people.  
The centre’s manager, coordinator, 20 volunteers and 14 complementary therapists offer 
people opportunities to talk, access to support groups and help with practical matters.  
 The information and support service is available by visiting the centre on B level at 
Southampton General Hospital from 10am to 4pm Monday to Friday.   

1.2. National Role for Southampton Child Health Specialist  
A top child health expert based at the Trust has been appointed as president of the British 
Association of Paediatric Endoscopic Surgeons (BAPES).  Henrik Steinbrecher, a 
consultant paediatric urologist at Southampton General Hospital, will take up his two-year 
post in November 2010.  BAPES exists to progress the development of minimally invasive 
surgical techniques in babies, children and young people across the UK, ensuring 
reduced trauma and quicker recovery periods.  The association also works to enhance 
public understanding of paediatric endoscopy and promote medical research into the 
latest procedures, bringing together specialists from across the UK and overseas. 
 

2. New Online Cancellation Form offers Patients a Flexible Alternative 
Patients at Southampton’s university hospitals are now able to cancel their outpatient 
appointments at any time of the day or night via a new online form.  Available at 
www.suht.nhs.uk/cancel, the new web form offers patients with outpatient appointments at 
Southampton General and the Princess Anne hospitals, along with some clinic appointments 
at the Royal South Hants, an alternative to phoning the number on their letter.  They can 
choose to cancel outright or ask to be rebooked – in which case they will receive a call from 
the booking office to arrange a new date. 

The new system aims to help reduce the number of patients who fail to notify the Trust that 
they are unable to attend their appointments and, if submitted with enough notice, will result in 
a higher number of cancelled slots being reallocated to other patients. 

 
3. Southampton Leading the Way in Adult Cystic Fibrosis Care  

There has been a move away from sufferers of cystic fibrosis dying in their teenage years to 
now living into their mid-30s and beyond – with optimal care and treatment, it is estimated that 
80% of children born today with cystic fibrosis should live into their mid-40s. This has resulted 
in expansion of the adult cystic fibrosis unit at Southampton General Hospital, which is the 
regional specialist centre for the disease and treats patients from as far afield as Brighton, 
Yeovil and Jersey.  

A specialist team comprising of consultants, specialist nurses, a psychologist, 
physiotherapists, a social worker, dietitians, a pharmacist and administrative staff is now able 
to carry out extra weekly clinics and offer emergency care to patients following the opening of 

four new treatment rooms. In addition, upgrading of the department has also seen the creation 
of a ‘quiet’ room for staff to talk to patients and their families in comfort, while two larger 
meeting rooms have enabled the growing team to be accommodated whilst ensuring they 
operate at the heart of the unit. 
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4. Actions from Trust Executive Committee (TEC)     
March – April 2010 the business included:      

4.1. One-Stop Nurse-Led Pre-Assessment – approved the standard model and structure 
for nurse-led subspecialty pre-assessment for trust-wide dissemination with appropriate 
consultant anaesthetic support. 

4.2. Strengthening Medical Appraisal and Revalidation – approved the modification of the 
consultant appraisal process and supported to meet the new nationally agreed 
standards set out by the Department of Health (DoH), the General Medical Council 
(GMC) and the NHS Appraisal Support Group.  

4.3. Consultant Thoracic Surgeon Business Case – was approved.  

4.4. Business Conduct Policy and Procedures March 2010 – were approved. 

4.5. Patient Safety Quarter Report – agreed that ownership of targets on 
Thromboprohylaxsis must be identified. 

4.6. Dedicated Specialist Trauma and Separate Orthopaedics Service – supported the 
approach to developing a critical mass of 5 Trauma Specialist Consultants, to deliver a 
Consultant-led Trauma Service. 

4.7. Ward Staffing Review – Investment 2010/11 – approved the 2-year investment 
proposals.  

 

Chief Executive’s Actions and Items for Ratification 

5. Chief Executive’s Actions 
5.1. Notice of Assignment and Extension of Contract to NHS Professionals for 12 months 

at a value of £300,000 inc. vat.  

6. Single Tender Actions (All with an annual value over £150,000 (inc. VAT) to be reported to the Board) 
None during period. 

7. Signing & Sealing (All to be reported to the Board) 

7.1. Deed of Variation of Lease for The Hollybrook Arcade, SGH – between SUHT and 
Heathcroft Properties Limited. Seal Number 444. 

7.2. Fellowship Grant regarding Specialist Knee Surgical Fellowship between the Knee 
Group, Trauma & Orthopaedics Unit, SUHT and Zimmer GmbH. Seal Number 445. 

8. Award of Contract (Supplies & Services – all with an annual value over £300,000 (inc. VAT) and for Building & 

Engineering all with an annual value over £500,000 (inc. VAT) to be reported to the Board) 

8.1.  Barium and Contract Media Framework Contract for Radiology to Bracco UK Ltd for 12 
months at a cost of £310,521 inc. vat. with savings identified as £43,269 inc. vat.  
Approved by the Chair on 15th April 2010. 

9. Consultant Appointments (all to be reported to the Board) 

The Advisory Appointments Committee have agreed to offer the following appointments: 

9.1. 25th February 2010 Consultant Neonatologist to Dr Vijayendra (Vijay) Baral, who is 
currently a Locum Consultant Neonatologist at Southampton University Hospitals NHS 
Trust. Ms L Samuels chaired the panel. This is a new post.  Funding for this post is 
available from within the Division.  

9.2. 19th March 2010 Consultant in Medical Oncology to Dr Luke Nolan who is currently a 
Specialist Registrar in Medical Oncology at Southampon University Hospitals NHS Trust.  
Mr J Trewby chaired the panel.  This is a new post.  Funding for this post is available 
from within the Division. 
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