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Chief Executive’s Report on Current Issues and Actions Taken 
November 2009 

Current News   

1. Taking the 2020 Vision Forward 
We continue to make real progress towards the 2020 Vision. The following activities have been 
undertaken: 
1.1 A fifth floor for the “Bio-Medical Research Centre in Southampton", has been approved and 

construction started in October 2009 this is planned to be completed by March 2010, offering 
2500m2 additional research capacity in the Trust.  

1.2 Christine McGrath, Director of Research & Development, and Michael Marsh, Medical Director, 
have launched a shadow Bio-Medical Reserach Unit (BRU) bidding round, which commenced 
with a launch on the 27th October 2009. This will seek to designate at least one more shadow 
BRU grouping in 2009/10, provided they meet the high standards required, which will be judged 
by a panel comprising of Trust, university and external assessors.  

1.3 The Southampton City PCT have launched a review of their emergency care services and as a 
result created a minor injuries unit on the Royal South Hants (RSH) site, which will replace the 
two walk-in centres at Shirley and RSH and offer a wider range of treatments. This will 
commence on 1 April 2010. A new GP lead health centre – the Adelaide Health Centre, 
Millbrook will also open to offer same day care for registered patients and those who have 
complex needs. These changes are important since they are designed to reduce the demand 
for emergency referrals to SGH. 

1.4 Dr Nick Brooke, Obstetrician and Gynaecologist, has successfully ensured that the Trust has 
secured its Human Fertilisation & Embryology Authority (HFEA) licence for infertility. We will be 
developing a case for the development of an assisted conception unit at PAH, which will be 
supported by an £800k capital investment to grow this service.  

1.5 Esther Rantzen, journalist and TV Presenter, came to the New Forest Birth Centre for its first 
year celebration.  

1.6 Dr Nick Curzen, Consultant Cardiologist, has secured a £140,000 grant to run a UK multi-centre 
pressure wire study with Southampton as the coordinating centre.  

1.7 Dr Simon Bourne, Consultant Respiratory Physician has secured a £1,000,000 plus grant from 
G&K to undertake epidemiology and clinical research into Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary 
Disease (COPD).  

1.8 Elizabeth Thorne, Histopathology Manager had been asked by the Isle of Wight to deliver 
consultancy services to them to support their Clinical Pathology Accreditation (CPA).  

1.9 Mark Oakley, Charge Nurse, along with Drs. Chris Roseveare and Jaz Dulay, Consultants in the 
Acute Medical Unit, were awarded Poster Presentation of the Year at the Safety of Acute 
Medicine for the work they have done on senior triage and assessment.  

1.10 Dr Julia Smedley, Consultant Occupational Health, has been appointed to the UK Advisory 
Panel for healthcare workers infected with blood borne viruses. 

1.11 The Respiratory Centre has become the first in the south of England to offer advanced food 
allergy and drug testing alongside the treatment for complex breathing conditions. This reflects 
the development of the respiratory centre from its traditional COPD base, to a wider one around 
a wide range of respiratory diseases. It is the region's only centre to conduct a weekly immuno-
therapy clinic.  

1.12 The annual Clinical Effectiveness and Audit Conference will be on 16th November 2009 at the 
Heartbeat Centre.  

1.13 Lucie Leshi, Service Improvement Manager will be presenting at a national conference in 
London on "Clinical Audit and Using Lean Thinking", - emphasising our leading role in service 
improvement techniques in England.  

1.14 Alison Ayres, Director of Communications and Engagement, has created a SUHT television web 
page to collect all our television coverage. I am delighted to announce that a television company 
for Channel 4 will be filming in Princess Anne Hospital (PAH) on our maternity services and will 
run 4-6 one hour programmes on national television about our maternity services.  
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1.15 We have developed a partnership with Job Centre Plus to provide a unique opportunity for 
people across the city with the development of pre-employment training (PET), which aims to 
better equip people with the skills to succeed in finding work. It will provide 16 places every 6 
weeks to local people to gain an insight into the working of the Trust, whilst undertaking some 
useful training and advice on how to apply for jobs. This will considerably help in recruitment 
plans and broaden opportunities for local people with the Trust.  

1.16 A major conference was held in October 2009 by the Strategic Health Authority on Service 
Improvement concepts and ideas. I was really proud to see that we dominated the conference 
with numerous staff groups presenting on our services and how these improved patient care 
and productivity. 

1.17 Sharon Millen, Pharmacist, has been shortlisted for the Thrombus Innovation Awards.  

1.18 Elaine Davies, Pharmacist, has won the UK Clinical Pharmacy Association (UKCPA) 2009 Pain 
Award for the second year running.  

1.19 Professor Sally Davies, Director General Research and Development, Department of Health, 
gave a Wade Lecture on 4 November 2009, as part of a conference on clinical research at 
SGH.  

1.20 We are partnering with an organisation called Health Care at Home to deliver domiciliary 
chemotherapy for breast patients. This will redesign the provision we have traditionally offered. 
We are considering such partnerships in COPD, fractured neck of femur and neuro-
rehabilitation.  

1.21 The work with Basingstoke, Winchester and Frimley on redirecting cardiac work to the Trust has 
been completed. This has been positive and the business cases will be produced this month for 
implementation in 2009/10. I was pleased to note that Winchester wish to move all their acute 
coronary syndrome work to SUHT for January 2010 and their emergency workloads suitable for 
PCI.  

1.22 We are working with South Central Specialised Commissioners on transferring large volumes of 
critical care, paediatrics, neurosciences and cardiac workloads from London.  

1.23 I am working with paediatric spinal surgeons on how we can increase our activities by over 
100% to deliver the largest centre in the UK for paediatric scoliosis.  

1.24 The UK Haemophilia Doctors' Association are currently inspecting the Trust to accredit it for a 
comprehensive care centre in 2009. 

  
2. Celebrating Success 

2.1. National Recognition for Hospital Trust’s Information Technology Innovation 
Information Technology (IT) department picked up a top national award for their wireless remote 
access programme.  

The programme extends the Trust’s existing wireless network from the main hospital buildings 
into the homes and remote offices of doctors and other senior medical staff.  It has proved to be a 
contributing factor in saving lives at the hospital and at centres along the South Coast and the 
Channel Islands.  The E-Insider award, now in its third year, is designed to recognise and reward 

the efforts of outstanding teams and individuals in UK healthcare information technology.   

2.2. Southampton Celebrates Clinical Research Excellence 
Staff at the Trust showcased some of the world-class research being conducted in the city at a 
conference at the beginning of November 09.  The event, Seeking solutions for better health – 
Translational research in Southampton, was co-hosted by Southampton University Hospitals 
NHS Trust and the University of Southampton, Iain Cameron, Head of School of Medicine, and I 
chaired the sessions to look at research into all stages of the life cycle, from developmental 
origins to elderly care.  Presentations by leading experts demonstrated not only the strength of 
research activity within specific age groups, but also how factors affecting health in childhood, for 
example, may influence health in later life.   
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Professor Christian Ottensmeier, medical oncologist and professor of experimental cancer 
medicine, Professor John Morgan, consultant cardiologist and honorary chair in cardio-rhythm 
management, and Professor Avan Ahie Sayer, professor of geriatric medicine, will be among the 
guest speakers.  Professor Tony Kendrick, of the University’s School of Medicine, discussed his 
study into the rise of antidepressant prescribing, while Professor Dame Sally Davies, Director 
General of Research and Development at the Department of Health (DH), presented the Annual 
Wade Lecture. 

Dame Sally also toured the development site of the prestigious biomedical research units (BRUs) 
at Southampton General Hospital, where construction work is well underway ahead of expected 
completion in September 2010.  Sally was delighted with our nationally leading work.  Last year, 
the DH awarded nearly £9 m to build two BRUs at the Trust in recognition of its partnership with 
the University.  One unit will be dedicated to nutrition, diet and lifestyle, while the other will 
specialise in respiratory disease, looking at new therapeutic approaches to key lung diseases 
such as asthma and cystic fibrosis. 
  

3. Southampton Surgeons Offer Brain Surgery through Nose 
Consultant skull base neurosurgeon Nijaguna Mathad and ENT surgeon Salil Nair have pioneered the 
procedure at Southampton General Hospital’s Wessex Neurological Centre.  Using the surgery has 
enabled them to reach tumours at the base of the skull and at the top of the spine directly using an 
endoscope that transmits images onto a high definition TV screen in the operating theatre.  
Previously, neurosurgeons would have had to perform the operation by splitting the facial skeleton or 
peeling back scalp and removing the skull on the forehead. Mr Mathad and Mr Nair are also offering 
endoscopic trans-sphenoidal pituitary operation as part of their wider endoscopic skull base surgery.  
These surgeons have some of the highest number of practices of this type in Europe. 

  
4. Southampton Heath Workers join Campaign to prevent Sudden Infant Deaths 

Health workers in Southampton are joining a campaign to reduce the number of Sudden Infant 
Deaths (SIDs) across Hampshire and the Isle of Wight.  The Safer Babies project, which will help 
midwives and health visitors give parents clear messages about the risks of bed sharing with infants, 
comes after a successful trial in Portsmouth. Over 300 babies die each year in the UK from SIDs, the 
most common cause of death in those aged one week to one year old.  

The Southampton initiative is being coordinated by teams from Southampton Community Healthcare, 
Southampton University Hospitals NHS Trust and Sure Start Children’s Centres.  As the campaign 
runs throughout the year, staff will also highlight other health issues such as smoking and alcohol that 
could impact on a baby’s health. 

 
5. Southampton Nurse Develops Inventions to help Chemotherapy Patients 

A nurse based at Southampton General Hospital has developed pioneering inventions that will benefit 
patients requiring intravenous treatment.  Sara Wells, bone marrow transplant co-ordinator, spent a 
year creating the Venous Assessment Tool (VAT) and Deciding on Intravenous Access (DIVA). The 
paper-based assessment tools, which will be used primarily for chemotherapy patients, help nurses to 
assess patients for the most appropriate device to deliver medication directly into their veins.  I have 
met with Sara and encouraged her to look at the avoidable harm this teaching will achieve and to   
arrange for it to be published. 

    
6. Hospital Trust Audiologist appointed to National Body 

Sue Robinson, Audiology Service Manager at the Trust, will sit on the Audiology Advisory Board 
(AAB) and offer expert input to help improve services nationwide.  The AAB helps to develop and 
progress the government’s National Audiology Programme, which was introduced in 2007 to cut 
patient waiting times.  

This appointment follows the announcement earlier this year of the Trust’s excellent audiology 
performance, which showed it was one of the best in the country for reducing waiting times.  The DH 
set out for 95% of patients referred by GPs to be treated within 18 weeks by December 2008 under 
the programme. The Trust’s audiology department had already achieved and bettered this by 
December 2007 – a full year ahead of schedule. Half of patients in Southampton receive their 
treatment within just four weeks of being referred by GPs, while every patient is treated within ten 
weeks – eight weeks under the government’s target. 
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7. Actions from Trust Executive Committee (TEC)      

Sept-Oct 2009 the business included:      

7.1. Patient Level Information & Costing System (PLICS) – Service Line Reporting – Controls 
Process – noted Divisions to work with Service Line Reporting Team to understand and 
improve data quality. 

7.2. Capacity Plan – Quarterly Progress Report – was noted. 
7.3. 2 General Paediatric and General Paediatric with an Interest in Emergency Care 

Consultant Business Cases – were approved. 
7.4. Pandemic Influenza Update – was noted. 
7.5. Patient Safety – Quarterly Report – agreed work needs to be undertaken at ward level on the 

issue of deteriorating patients to establish the true level of response.  Next quarter focus: Falls, 
Patient Flow and Nutrition.   

7.6. Consultant in Histopathology & Cytology Business Case - was approved. 
7.7. Patient Outcomes/Clinical Effectiveness Quarter Report – agreed the report presented 

helpful material noting that it will be further developed in future versions. 
7.8. Corporate Risk Register and Assurance Framework Quarter 2 Review – agreed the top 

corporate risks for the quarter. 
7.9. Infection Prevention & Control Quarter Review and Matron Report – noted the achievement 

of the Trust against key infection targets outlined in the report and agreed that a strong 
leadership focus must be maintained to ensure sustained and continuous improvement to 
achieve ‘best in class’ status.   

 

Chief Executive’s Actions and Items for Ratification 

8. Amendment to Standing Financial Instructions 2009/10 
Revised guidance from NHS South Central reduces the Trust's delegated approved limit for capital 
investment to £8m with effect from 30 October 09, the previous level was £12m. This rating is based 
on the performance ratings from the Care Quality Commission. The rating of Fair and Good means the 
trust qualifies as a “Medium” trust in the delegated limit ratings. 

As this had immediate effect the Trust’s Standing Financial Instructions have been amended 
accordingly. 

 
9. Single Tender Actions (All with an annual value over £150,000 (inc. VAT) to be reported to the Board) 

None during period.  
 

10. Signing & Sealing (All to be reported to the Board) 
10.1. Lease between SUHT and University of Southampton of Centre for Learning Anatomical 

Sciences (CLAS) Premises in the South Academic Block at Southampton General Hospital. 
Seal number 438. 

 
11. Award of Contract (Supplies & Services – all with an annual value over £300,000 (inc. VAT) and for Building & 

Engineering all with an annual value over £500,000 (inc. VAT) to be reported to the Board) 
11.1. Cardiac Stents from Boston Scientific & Medtronic at a cost of £383,008 inc. vat. Cash 

releasing savings of £80,532 inc. vat. Tendered via Procure Framework.  1-year contract with 
optional 1-year extension. Contract award split: Drug Eluting Stent Medtronic £113,850; Boston 
Scientific £226,021. Bare Metal Stent: Medtronic £43,137. Approved by the Chair on 24th 
September 2009.  

11.2. Radioactive Isotopes for Pharmacy from four suppliers at an annual value of £595,013 inc. 
vat.  Tendered via Procure Framework.  Total for 2-year contract £1,190,026 inc. vat.  Annual 
contract value split between GE Healthcare £355,327; Covidien £218,707; QADOS £19,089; 
Diagnostic Imaging £1,890.  Savings achieved on total 2-year contract of £22,000.  Approved by 
the Chair on 12th October 2009.  

11.3. Cadiac Catheter Lab Consumables from eleven suppliers at an annual cost of £696,559 inc. 
vat. Total for 2-year contract £1,393,118 inc. vat.  Tendered through Bravo electronic system. 
Annual contract value split between Boston Scientific £97,468; Cook UK £29,437;Medtronic 
£129,085; Abbott Vascular £223,195; Kimal plc £1,270; Radi Medical £85,145;Teleflex Medical 
£30,292; Pyramed £30,981; BVM Medical £40,588; Johnson & Johnson Medical 
£16,782;Terumo UK Ltd £12,316. Approved by the Chair on 12th October 2009. 
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11.4. Implantable Cardiac Debibs (ICD) & Pacemakers from Medtronic Ltd, St Jude Medical and 

Boston Scientific at a cost of £11,818,758 for 3-year contract.  Tendered under Pro-Cure 
Framework Agreement. Annual value £3,939,586 split between Medtronic Ltd £2,369,581; St 
Jude Medical £1,105,294 and Boston Scientific £464,712.  Annual savings £353,936 cash 
releasing and £94,162 cost avoidance.  Approved by the Chair on 29th October 2009. 

 
12. Consultant Appointments (all to be reported to the Board) 

The Advisory Appointments Committee have agreed to offer the following appointments: 

12.1. 11th September 2009 Consultant in Adult and Paediatric Spinal Surgery  to Mr Christopher Dare 
who is currently a Locum Consultant Spinal Surgeon at Southampton University Hospitals NHS 
Trust.  The panel was chaired by Mr P Bradshaw. This is a new post. Funding for this post is 
available from within the Division. 

12.2. 24th September 2009 Consultant in Neuropathology to Dr Mark Jaward-Walker who is currently 
a Locum Consultant in Neuropathology at Southampton University Hospitals NHS Trust.  The 
panel was chaired by Mrs J Viveash.  This is a new post.  Funding for this post is available from 
within the Division. 

12.3. 25th September 2009 Consultant in Neurology to Dr Georgina Burke who is currently an 
Specialist Registrar in Neurology at Southampton General Hospital.  The panel was chaired by 
Mr K Bamber.  This is a replacement post.  Funding for this post is available from within the 
Division.   

12.4. 28th September 2009 Consultant Physician in Gastroenterology (Special Interest in Nutrition) to 
Dr Trevor Smith, who is currently a Consultant Physician and Gastroenterlogist at Royal 
Bournemouth & Christchurch Hospitals NHS Trust.  The panel was chaired by Ms L Samuels.  
This is a new post.  Funding for this post is available from within the Division. 

12.5. 1st October 2009 Consultant in Medicine for Older People to Dr Jonathan Sparkes who is 
currently a Specialist Registrar in General and Geriatric Medicine at Royal Bournemouth & 
Chichester Hospitals Foundation NHS Trust.  The panel was chaired by Mr K Bamber.  This is a 
new post.  Funding for this post is available from within the Division. 

12.6. 1st October 2009 Consultant in Medicine for Older People to Dr Jan Ritchie who is currently a 
Specialist Registrar in General and Geriatric Medicine at Portsmouth Hospitals NHS Trust.  The 
panel was chaired by Mr K Bamber.  This is a new post.  Funding for this post is available from 
within the Division. 

12.7. 15th October 2009 Consultant Physician in Gastroenteroloy (Special Interest in Inflammatory 
Bowel Disease) to Dr James Cummings who is currently a Locum Consultant in 
Gastroenterology at Southampton University Hospitals NHS Trust.  The panel was chaired by 
Mrs J Viveash.  This is a new post.  Funding for this post is available from within the Division. 

12.8. 27th October 2009 Consultant Radiologist (Lymington) to Dr Amy Lecomte who is currently an 
Associate Radiologist at Brigham and Women’s Physician Organisation, USA.  The panel was 
chaired by Mr K Bamber.  This is a replacement post.  Funding for this post is available from 
within the Division.  

 
 
Mark Hackett 
Chief Executive 
November 2009 
 
 


