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SOUTHAMPTON UNIVERSITY HOSPITALS NHS TRUST 

Audit & Assurance Committee Report 
 

 
1. Core and Financial Assurance Session 

Internal Audit 

1.1 PwC settling into the contract and work progressing well. 
 

External Audit 

1.2 Good discussion regarding continuing provision of external audit service from the Audit Commission in 
light of the recent white paper decision to disband the organisation. 

 
1.3 Noted the end of the ALE assessment process and that a revised process to enable the VFM opinion to 

be given was being developed. 
 
1.4 Follow up of Capacity Planning Action Plan 2009/10  

The Committee: 
i) Reviewed the report and supported the work being undertaken in developing modelling, 

and the need to engage partner organisations in using modelling as a means of assisting 
with activity planning and management. 

ii) Agreed that review of progress against recommendations made by the external auditors 
by the Audit & Assurance Committee will be a regular agenda item in future. 

 
1.5 Final Draft Annual Audit Letter 2009/10 

The Committee confirmed the final report would be available at the Trust’s AGM on 28th Sept 2010. 
 
Finance 

1.6 Treasury Management Report 
The Committee noted that AM would consider any ‘foreseeable shocks’ that may relate to treasury 
management and for the associated risks to be recorded, this to be include in the next treasury report. 

 
2. Clinical Quality & Outcome Assurance Issues  
2.1 Annual Clinical Audit Plan – Progress Report with Actions  

The Committee reviewed and agreed the plans and highlighted to need to ensure best use of resource 
and the need to avoid  ‘hobby audit’.  It was agreed that a link would be made with internal audit 
planning for 2011/12 by reviewing draft plans at the same time. 
 

2.2 CQC Review of Outcomes 
 The CQC Outcome review continues, and the Committee agreed summary reports rather than working 

papers to be presented in future.  The three areas of CQC Outcomes reviewed in Sept ’10 were: 

• Outcome 5: Meeting Nutritional Needs 

• Outcome 10: Safety and Suitability of Premises 

• Outcome 17: Complaints 
 
2.3 Minute Summary – Infection Prevention Committee 

The Committee noted the DoH team have recognised the significant turnaround on MRSA by the Trust 
and have advised that SUHT is considered to be the number one Trust for this based on latest data.   

Report to: Trust Board – 23rd November 2010 

Report from: Paul Bradshaw, Chair, Audit & Assurance Committee 
David Williams, Co Chair, Audit & Assurance Committee 

Aim of Report/Principle Topic: To report to Trust Board following meeting of the  
Audit & Assurance Committee on 16th September 2010 

Assurance Framework Strategic 
Objective Ref:  
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Recommendation: The Board is asked to note this report on the work of the Committee 


