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Chief Executive’s Report on Current Issues and Actions Taken 
September 2010 

Current News    

1. Taking the 2020 Vision Forward 
We continue to make real progress towards the 2020 Vision. The following activities have been 
undertaken: 
1.1 NHS Wiltshire have confirmed they wish to commission a 24/7 primary Percutaneous 

Coronary Intervention (PCI) service for heart patients from 1st November 2010.  This will 
deepen our cardiology partnerships with Salisbury Foundation Trust. 

1.2 Salisbury Foundation Trust have agreed to transfer complex urology cases to the Trust 
over the next 6 months. 

1.3 The Trust has been designated as a major trauma centre.  Steve McManus, Chief 
Operating Officer, will be executive lead for this.  A major launch event is planned in July 
2011. 

1.4 The paediatric orthopeadic service has secured additional contracts in Frimley Park, 
Portsmouth & Chichester to develop our regional service. 

1.5 We are awaiting the options appraisal nationally for paediatric cardiac surgery.  
Discussions are occurring with Oxford on this. 

1.6 Matt Hayes, Consultant Urologist, has been appointed as Medical Director for the South 
Central Cancer Network. 

1.7 We are working with the University of Southampton on securing a transational 
respiratory medicine charter with pharma which will bring together 9 UK centres to drive 
respiratory research. 

1.8 The Southampton City Primary Care Trust (SCPCT) have agreed the Trust will lead on 
pathway redesign on Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) and stroke 
services whilst the Solent Healthcare provider will lead on end of life and frail elderly. 

1.9 We are working with Ronald MacDonald Housing Corporation on developing a proposal 
for them to resource a 50-60 parent house to support our children’s hospital 
development. 

1.10 The specialised Commissioners and Hampshire PCT will be redirecting cardiac referrals 
to SUHT in late 2010 to reduce the costs for the health system and treat people locally 
rather than in London. 

1.11 The Trust has secured NHSLA Level 2 accreditation in Maternity which is a terrific 
achievement. 

1.12 Clinical discussion will commence in October 2010 with Hampshire PCT and Winchester 
& Eastleigh Trust on future service development linked to the Strategic Health Authority 
process announced on acute services. 

1.13 Discussions have occurred with Isle of Wight and Portsmouth Hospitals on potential 
partnership development. 

1.14 The Strategic Health Authority review of Pathology services has gained momentum and 
we are considering options for future configuration.  I have been asked to chair a group 
for Hampshire and Isle of Wight.  We have agreement on a partnership with 
Bournemouth Hospital on biochemistry subject to contract and Dorchester Hospital have 
been to look at biochemistry links. 

1.15 The £10m Biomedical Research Unit (BRU) research building will be commissioned by 
late November 2010 and will provide space for the nutritional and respiratory BRUs; 
cardio-vascular research, a life lab and research support functions. 

1.16 The £750,000 IVF facility will complete in November 2010. 
1.17 I have been asked by the Department of Health Chief Pharmacist to chair a Department 

of Health group reviewing the use of homecare medicines to report on future 
governance, financial and operational arrangements. 

1.18 We are developing our strategy and neuroscience development linked to the national 
Neurosurgery review for children. 
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2. Celebrating Success   
Hospital Eye Expert Part of Glaucoma Breakthrough Team 
One of the Trust’s leading eye specialists is part of a team of international experts that has 
discovered a gene mutation that causes glaucoma.  The condition, which is one of the world’s 
leading causes of blindness and affects over 1% of the population over the age of 40, results 
in damage to the optic nerve and irreversible loss of vision.  It is currently treated by lowering 
pressure within the eye by taking drops or via surgery – but this is not effective in all patients 
and those who are diagnosed often do not identify symptoms until their sight has already 
deteriorated. 

Professor Andrew Lotery and fellow consultant ophthalmologists Mr Alex MacLeod and Mr Aby 
Jacob at Southampton General Hospital’s eye unit and Dr Jane Gibson and Dr Sarah Ennis of 
the University of Southampton, along with colleagues in Iceland, Australia, Hong Kong, China, 
Sweden and the USA, have all contributed to uncovering a new gene that may change this.  It 
is believed the breakthrough will lead to earlier detection of glaucoma. 

 
3. National Patient Safety Project 

Nurses at the Trust are participating in an innovative project to reduce the number of 
preventable falls and pressure ulcers. The initiative, launched in August, is designed to create 
rapid improvement in patient care by ensuring all staff are demonstrating the same high level 
practice over a 30-day period and will take place on all inpatient wards, excluding paediatrics, 
critical care and day case areas.  Pressure ulcers are estimated to occur in up to 10% of 
patients admitted to hospital in the UK, while, in acute hospitals alone last year, the National 
Patient Safety Agency (NPSA) reported 152,000 falls in England and Wales. 

 
4. First Director of Stroke 

 Dr Pamela Crawford has been appointed as the Trust’s first Director of Stroke Service to 
oversee and promote the region’s 24/7 specialist service. The appointment follows a renewed 
drive by the Department of Health to enhance quality in all aspects of stroke care, from 
prevention and advice, to hospital admission and life after stroke.  We are now performing very 
well and are on track to deliver all the vital sign targets by 2011.  We are the only trust in 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight to deliver 24/7 thrombolysis and seven day a week transient 
ischaemic attack (TIA) service. 

 
5. Actions from Trust Executive Committee (TEC)     

July – August 2010 the business included:      

5.1 Patient Safety Quarter Report – supported the review of progress against the patient 
safety work streams with local actions being taken to improve performance, and noted 
the Patient Safety Federation review of Boards is being undertaken at Board level and 
emulated at Divisional Board level.    

5.2 Health & Safety Annual Report 2009/10 – supported the approach and noted the 
report. 

5.3 Assurance Framework and Corporate Risk Register Quarter 1 2010/11 – agreed the 
top corporate risks for this quarter. 

5.4 Urology Service Re-design Business Case – endorsed the proposed strategic 
direction for Urology Services. 

5.5 Infection Prevention & Control Quarter 1 Review and Matron Report – noted and 
supported the actions in place to improve Trust performance in a sustainable way to 
achieve national targets. 

5.6 Paper Light Outpatient Project – Rollout Plans and Timescales – recognised and 
committed to support the scale of cultural change required to deliver a paper light 
outpatient environment through local staff engagement and training. 

5.7 Use of EDGE Software as the Preferred Research Management Tool – approved the 
mandatory use of EDGE for all research studies in the Trust for recording participant 
recruitment, start date, stop date and local recruitment targets for all clinical research 
studies involving the Trust. 
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Chief Executive’s Actions and Items for Ratification 
 
6. Chief Executive’s Actions 

None during period 
 

7. Single Tender Actions (All with an annual value over £150,000 (inc. VAT) to be reported to the Board) 
7.1 Extension of Works Contract for the Biomedical Research Unit (BRU) Additional 

Floors for Estates & Capital Development from Brazier Construction at a cost of 
£3,961,648 inc. vat.  This is a ProCure 21 (P21) contract.  Levels B, C and D of this 
contract are already being delivered under the Brazier P21 Major Contracts Framework. 
Additional funds have been granted by DoH to facilitate the construction and fit-out of 
additional floors. Most cost-effective method of delivering additional work is to extend 
Brazier’s existing package of work to take advantage of the existing site establishment.  
Approved by the Chair on 2nd August 2010. 

7.2 Extension of Contract for Transportation of Radioactive Materials for Radiology 
from Extran Medica Ltd at a cost of £160,000 inc. vat. Supplier to hold last year’s pricing 
for a further 12 months – cost avoidance saving of £9,600 inc. vat. 

 
8. Signing & Sealing (All to be reported to the Board) 

 None during period   
 

9. Signing (All to be reported to the Board) 
 Agreement relating to the Referral of patients for Private Assisted Conception Services   
to be provided at Princess Anne Hospital, Southampton with Complete Fertility Limited. 

 
10. Award of Contract (Supplies & Services – all with an annual value over £300,000 (inc. VAT) and for Building 

& Engineering all with an annual value over £500,000 (inc. VAT) to be reported to the Board) 
10.1 Supply of Procedure Packs, Customised and Generic and Single-use Sterile 

Surgical Drapes  for Trustwide use from four Suppliers: Pennine Healthcare, Teleflex, 
Unisurge, and Vygon at an annual cost of £1,377,928 inc. vat.  Contract for 3 years with 
total value of £4,133,783 inc. vat.  Annual values split Pennine £978,652; Teleflex 
£9,612; Unisurge £383,526; Vygon £6,139. £193,800 cash releasing savings inc. vat via 
re-tendering exercise.  Approved by the Chair on 22nd July 2010.    

10.2 Extension of Contract for Endoscopy Consumables from various suppliers at a total 
cost of £412,996 inc. vat. Period of contract 21 months with savings of £25,483 inc. vat.  
Contract values split Boston Scientific Ltd £254,831; Cook UK Ltd £37,566; Diagmed 
Healthcare Ltd £15,059; Medical Innovations Ltd £3,504; Olympus Keymed £28,383; 
Partners for Endoscopy Ltd £15,056; Premier Endoscopy Ltd £11,033; Pyramed Ltd 
£16,932; UK Medical Ltd £30,632.  Approved by the Chair on 5th August 2010. 

10.3 Contract for Finance, Accounting and Payroll from NHS Shared Business Services 
(SBS). The contract has been negotiated on a Hampshire wide basis under a 
Department of Health (DH) framework contract. The contract to commence 1st April 2011 
with a first year cost of £970,033 net (vat is recoverable) and a total cost for 4 years of 
£3,807,977 net.  Approved by the Chair on 20th September 2010.  

 
11. Consultant Appointments (all to be reported to the Board) 

The Advisory Appointments Committee have agreed to offer the following appointments: 

11.1 10th August 2010 Consultant General Surgeon with a major interest in Pancreatic and 
Liver Surgery to Mr Thomas Armstrong, who is currently a Post-CCT Fellow in General 
Surgery at Southampton University Hospitals NHS Trust.    Mrs J Viveash chaired the 
panel.  This is a new post.  Funding for this post is available from with the Division. 

11.2 12th August 2010 Consultant in Paediatric Intensive Care to Dr Philip Hyde, who is 
currently a Specialist Registrar at Birmingham Children’s Hospital.  Mr J Trewby chaired 
the panel.  This is a new post.  Funding for this post is available from within the Division. 
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11.3 26th August 2010 Consultant in Chemical Pathology to Dr Paul Cook, who is currently a 
Locum Consultant in Chemical Pathology at Ashford and St Peter’s Hospitals NHS 
Trust.  Mr K Bamber chaired the panel.  This is a replacement post.  Funding for this 
post is available from within the Division. 

11.4 2nd September 2010 Consultant in Neuro Intensive Care and Anaesthesia to Dr Marilise 
Galea, who is currently a Specialist Registrar at Southampton University Hospitals NHS 
Trust.  Mr K Bamber chaired the panel.  This is a new post.  Funding for this post is 
available from within the Division. 

11.5 7th September 2010 Consultant in Neurophysiology to Dr David Allen, who is currently a 
Locum Consultant Neurophysiologist at Southampton University Hospitals NHS Trust.  
Mrs J Viveash chaired the panel.  This is a new post.  Funding for this post is available 
from within the Division.    

11.6 10th September 2010 Consultant in Trauma and Orthopaedics to Mr Gorav Datta, who is 
currently a post-CCT Fellow at St George’s Hospital NHS Trust.  Mr M Hogg, Lay Chair 
of Wessex Deanery, chaired the panel.  This is a new post.  Funding for this post is 
available from within the Division. 

11.7 10th September 2010 Consultant in Trauma and Orthopaedics to Mr Nicholas Hancock, 
who is currently a Trauma and Orthopaedics Fellow at Conford Repatriation General 
Hospital in New South Wales, Australia.  Mr M Hogg, Lay Chair of Wessex Deanery, 
chaired the panel.  This is a new post.  Funding for this post is available from within the 
Division.   

11.8 17th September 2010 Consultant in Otolaryngology, Neuro-Otology and Skull Base 
Surgery to Mr Sebastian Thomas, who is currently a Locum Consultant ENT Surgeon at 
Southampton General Hospital.  Mrs J Viveash chaired the panel.  This is a new post.  
Funding for this post is available from within the Division. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark Hackett 
Chief Executive 
September 2010 


