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UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL SOUTHAMPTON NHS FOUNDATION TRUST 
Council of Governors’ Meetings – Your Rights 

 
This note tells you about the Council of Governors and your rights. 
 
The Council of Governors 
The Council of Governors is the collective body through which executive and non-executive 
directors explain and justify their actions. It works closely with the Trust Board to make sure 
services are meeting the needs of the local community.  
 
The Council of Governors consists of 23 governors who will gather the views of the hospital's 
members and give them a voice at the highest level of the organisation.  
 
Your Right to Attend 
Meetings of the University Hospital Southampton NHS Foundation Trust Council of Governors are 
open to the public and media. 
 
• You are welcome to attend them as an observer but cannot address the meeting unless the 

Chair invites you to do so. 
• You can take written notes of the proceedings but cannot record them in other ways without 

prior agreement of the Associate Director of Corporate Affairs. 
• You will be asked to leave the meetings when confidential matters are to be discussed. These 

confidential items usually relate to matters about individual patients or staff, commercially 
sensitive information or approval of material prior to publication. 

 
Dates, Times and Venues 
Council of Governors’ meetings are generally held in the Heartbeat Education Centre, F Level, 
North Wing, Southampton General Hospital.  
 
The date, time and place of each meeting will be displayed on the Trust’s website and at 
Southampton General Hospital and the Trust’s other sites. You can also get details by contacting 
the Corporate Affairs team on 023 8120 1469 or UHSgovernor@uhs.nhs.uk or on the Trust’s 
website: http://www.uhs.nhs.uk/AboutTheTrust/HowTheTrustIsrun/Council-of-Governors/Council-
of-Governors-meetings/CouncilofGovernorsmeetings.aspx 
 
Obtaining Agendas and Papers 
The agenda for each Council of Governors’ meeting, listing the items to be discussed, is available 
from the Council of Governors’ Business Manager three days before the meeting or on our 
website: http://www.uhs.nhs.uk/AboutTheTrust/HowTheTrustIsrun/Council-of-Governors/Council-
of-Governors-meetings/CouncilofGovernorsmeetings.aspx 
 
Copies of the agenda are available at each meeting. A copy of the papers can be made available 
on request. 
 
Finding Out What Happened 
All decisions and recommendations are recorded in the minutes of Council of Governors’ meetings. 
Council of Governors’ minutes are available on the website: 
http://www.uhs.nhs.uk/AboutTheTrust/HowTheTrustIsrun/Council-of-Governors/Council-of-
Governors-meetings/CouncilofGovernorsmeetings.aspx 
  
Alternatively you can request a copy of the minutes by contacting the Council of Governors’ 
Business Manager.  
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Further Information and Contact 
If you want more details or have specific questions about the running of Council of Governors’ 
Meetings, please contact the Corporate Affairs Team, Mailpoint 14, Southampton General 
Hospital, Tremona Road, Southampton, SO16 6YD or by telephone on 023 8120 1469 or by email 
to UHSgovernor@uhs.nhs.uk 
 

mailto:UHSgovernor@uhs.nhs.uk

