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Asthma Health Technology Calls (AUK/BLF/EPSRC/NIHR i4i) Application Expert Review Group

Background
In late October 2020, the NIHR i4I and EPSRC, in alliance with Asthma UK/British Lung Foundation Partnership have launched/are launching - Themed Calls for Asthma. 

The specific calls are:

· EPSRC Asthma Health Technology Awards https://epsrc.ukri.org/funding/calls/asthma-health-technology/
· NIHR Product Development Awards  https://www.nihr.ac.uk/explore-nihr/funding-programmes/invention-for-innovation.htm 
· NIHR Challenge Awards https://www.nihr.ac.uk/explore-nihr/funding-programmes/invention-for-innovation.htm


Following a strong steer from the NIHR-TRC, The National Asthma Strategy Group (NASG) and Asthma UK/BLF, the asthma research community are advised to come together to produce a small quantity of collaborative, high quality applications to the calls. To try to maximise the chances of success for the upcoming call by supporting the development of high quality applications, the NASG will establish an Application Expert Review Group composed of experts in the field of asthma, additional expertise drawn from the NIHR Respiratory Translational Research Collaboration, patients with asthma, methodologists and experts in engineering and physical sciences.


Scope of the Expert Review Group

Submission of applications to this Group is recommended for  (I) academic led,  (II) multi-institutional consortium bids across several NIHR-BRCs,  however submission to the  expert review group is not a mandatory prerequisite to submission to the call.

Single centre applications to the grant schemes are encouraged to use internal peer review mechanisms within their host institution and other support as necessary (e.g. NIHR Research Design Services).  The expert review group will not consider these applications.

Applications where an industry partner is the lead application are also not within the remit of the expert review group as other support mechanisms exist e.g. NIHR NOCRI.



Aims of the Asthma Themed Call Expert Review Group

The aims of the Expert Review Group are to:

· Consider the scope of the proposed research and provide guidance if appropriate 
· Provide guidance on the proposed research question(s), ensuring the anticipated outcomes of the research are of importance to and will benefit people with Asthma
· Provide guidance on study design and methodology, where requested
· Consider recruitment of study participants and make recommendations where appropriate
· Identify additional potential collaborators who could add value to an application
· Identify industry partners (SMEs and multi-national companies) who could add value to individual bids
· Where possible, ensure a coordinated portfolio of applications which avoids unnecessary duplication and cross-over of applications

Remit of the Asthma Themed Call Application Development Group 

Representatives from the Application Development Group will initially triage expressions of interest (EOI) in order to understand whether national level support is indicated and identify what type of support might be required.

	Expert Review Group (ERG)

	Individual
	Member Organisation

	Salman Siddiqui
	Chair, National Asthma Strategy Group

	Louise Brown
	Clinical trials methodologist, MRC Clinical Trials Unit, UCL

	Hitasha Rupani
	Asthma Expert, member of NASG,  University Hospitals of Portsmouth NHS Trust

	Sejal Saglani
	Asthma Expert, member of NASG,  Imperial College

	Ferhana Hashem
	Centre for Health Services Studies, University of Kent

	Name TBC
	Engineering and physical sciences expert member

	Name TBC
	Engineering and physical sciences expert member

	Alison Long
	Patient representative

	Name TBC
	Parent of a child with asthma

	Industry Collaboration support at the request of the ERG

	Samantha Walker & Krisnah Poinasamy
	Asthma UK/BLF partnership

	Ivana Poparic
	NIHR NOCRI


The following individuals will be members of the Application Development Group responsible for the triage of applications. They will have responsibility for coordinating structured peer review and support tailored to specific applications.



Nour Merzouki, NIHR R-TRC Operations Manager, Kate Holmes, Head of Collaborations NOCRI, will also be invited to join these meetings.

Conflicts of Interest

Expert review group (ERG) members will not be permitted to review applications if they are lead,       co-applicant or named collaborator on any of the proposed themed calls. Members will be permitted to review applications that involve their host institution but will not be assigned as lead ERG member for these applications and submitters will be notified of the potential conflict of interest once the application has been reviewed.  Asthma UK/BLF & NIHR will not participate in ERG peer reviews, however they will support the identification and pairing of industry collaborations that may enhance the core application at the request of the ERG.


[image: ]Timelines & Next Steps

Potential academic applicants for the Asthma Themed calls will be invited to submit an expression of interest to the Application Development Group, via a centralised email address to Nour Merzouki (nour.merzouki@nihr.ac.uk ), from early November. Application deadlines for the various NIHR programmes have been announced/ will be announced at the time of the call launch and triage meetings for received applications will be scheduled as appropriate according to these deadlines          (see below).




Appendix 1: National Asthma Strategy Group


NIHR R-TRC National Asthma Research Strategy Group 

The NIHR Respiratory Translational Research Collaboration (R-TRC) brings together internationally recognised investigators in the UK's leading centres of excellence to carry out multi-centre experimental and early phase research with industry, charities and other funders. The R-TRC has a renewed and refreshed strategy since 2017 to move beyond industry-centric studies to large collaborative multi-centre research projects.

To help deliver this, the TRC has created a number of nation-wide research strategy groups across a number of priority respiratory disease areas, such as Asthma. The National Asthma Research Strategy groups aim to: 
 
· To identify the key research priorities and/or barriers which would require a collaborative approach to overcome and accelerate research for the benefit of patients
· Develop and help deliver multi-site translational research projects/ activities which cannot be performed by one centre
· Work with external funders, including commercial organisations, specialist societies and charities, to identify appropriate funding opportunities that will enable the delivery of these priority research activities
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Support the alignment of research activities across the UK’s research landscape order to maximise on existing or leveraged investments and add value to complementary initiatives
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Appendix 2: NIHR Themed Call for Asthma Development Group Academic Expression of Interest Form 

Investigator details:

	Principal Investigator:
	

	Host Institution:
	

	Co-Investigators (Name, Institution):
	

	Contact details:
	

	Signature:
	

	Date submitted to the Application Development Board:
	

	Planned submission date to programme:
	



Proposal details:

	Project title:

	

	Study type:



	Translational research☐  
Phase 1☐  
Phase 2☐ 
Phase 3☐  
Phase 4☐
Other (please describe)☐

	Research type: 

	Primary research☐  
Secondary research☐   
Evidence synthesis☐  
Clinical trial/ investigation☐  
Other (e.g. mixed methods)☐


	Approximate number of participants required (if applicable): 

	

	Approximate number of UK recruitment centres (if applicable):
	



Research Plan: a maximum of 2 pages addressing the key points below:
· A clear demonstration of the need and importance of the research
· A brief overview of existing literature (primary research)
· An outline of the research question to be addressed, including aim(s) and objectives
· A short summary of the proposed project/ study plan outlining the study design and methods. For trials: please list trial phase, primary outcomes, secondary outcomes (please list first 3), UK recruitment target, approximate no. of UK sites and the patient population (age, genotype etc.)
· A clear description of team member roles and contribution
· Consideration of appropriate and relevant involvement of representatives from the CF community (PPI) 




Application development details:
Which programme do you wish to submit your proposal to?
	EPSRC Asthma Health Technology Assessment
	☐
	NIHR i4i Product Development Award
	☐
	NIHR i4i Challenge Grant
	☐


Application deadline:
What help would you like from the Application Development group/s                                                  (investigators can tick more than one box):
	Scope of Research
	☐
	Guidance on proposed research question
	☐
	Engagement with Asthma Experts
	☐
	Study design
	☐
	Recruitment
	☐
	Collaborators including SMEs and Industry
	☐
	Alignment with other national proposals
	☐
	Abbreviated protocol review
	☐
	Other (please describe below)
	☐





Definitions (taken from NIHR definitions and glossary)
Study Type:
Phase 0: Human micro dosing studies involving a small number of subjects to gather preliminary data on a drug’s pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics.
Phase I: A clinical trial to project the pharmacology of a medicinal product when administered to humans, where the sponsor and investigator have no knowledge of any evidence that the product has effects likely to be beneficial to the subjects of the trial.
Phase II: Trials that test the treatment in larger number of people with a given disease or condition. They aim to find out how well the treatment works in larger numbers, identify common side effects, and refine the dose and length of treatment.
Phase IIa: Exploratory (non-pivotal) project that has clinical efficacy, pharmacodynamics or biological activity as primary endpoint, conducted in patients.
Phase IIb: Definite dose range finding project in patients with efficacy as primary endpoint.
Pilot: Pilot studies are a smaller version of the main study used to test whether the components of the main study can all work together. It is focused on the processes of the main study, for example to ensure that recruitment, randomisation, treatment, and follow-up assessments all run smoothly.
Feasibility: Feasibility Studies are pieces of research done before a main study in order to answer the question "Can this study be done?". They are used to estimate important parameters that are needed to design the main study.
Other Study: Other project to investigate a novel intervention to compare interventions, including devices, screening and diagnostics studies. This should not include phase III or IV trials.

Research Type:
Primary research: Experimental studies generating new data (cf. secondary research, which analyses existing data).
Secondary research: A review of individual, existing (primary research) studies. A systematic review is a secondary study.
Evidence synthesis: Evidence synthesis involves the development of techniques to combine multiple sources of quantitative and qualitative data to derive best evidence for use in healthcare.
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