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BRC Research Imaging Proposal form

The BRC Research Imaging Proposal form should be completed by the chief/principal investigator of any new research study requiring access to imaging resources at University Hospital Southampton. 

The BRC Imaging Research Panel (BRC IRP) will use this information to determine the availability of resource and provide advice on costings for imaging research. Ideally, this form should be completed before a submission for this pilot scheme is made, to enable accurate costings for the MR imaging to be estimated. 

For the BRC MRI pump-priming research project award, this form will provide imaging specific background information, to help assess the feasibility of the project, alongside the full award application form. 

Please complete both Part 1 and Part 2 (detailed application). If detailed information is not known then please complete as much as possible (especially for Part 2), submit the form and we will be in contact to assist with this.







	Part 1 – Expression of interest

	Study title:


	Short title:

	Research question / summary of imaging requirements:




	Investigator:
	Email:

	Are you acting in your capacity as a UHS or UoS principal investigator? Select one only.
	UHS (Trust)    
UoS (University)    

	Principal grant admin (n/a for BRC pump priming scheme) 
	UHS (Trust)    
UoS (University)    
Other    

	Part 2 – Detailed application

	Proposed start date:
	Proposed end date:

	Number of subjects:
	Statistical advice sought? Please circle
Yes / No

	Type of study:


	Part of a multi-centre trial? Please circle
Yes / No

	Approvals required? Please state


	Imaging required
	Imaging protocol
(state if new or existing and who this has been discussed with)
	Frequency/timing/routine?
	Hardware/software/data storage/archiving and image processing and image analysis requirements?

	1.

	

	
	

	2.

	

	
	

	3.

	

	
	

	4.

	

	
	

	New imaging protocols (including MRI sequences) should be discussed with the MRI Research Radiographer, MRI Physics and relevant Consultant Radiologist (if required). 

Existing imaging protocols should be confirmed with the MRI Research Radiographer and relevant MRI Superintendent Radiographer (including protocol name and version date).
	Please indicate if each imaging event is routine (i.e. part of clinical care), additional as part of this proposal, and whether this will continue once the trial has ended.

Hardware/software/data storage and post-processing requirements, including image archiving, should be discussed with radiology/medical physics/UoS. 



	Please sign electronically to indicate that you have read and agree with the attached Joint UHS and UoS Policy for imaging research in Southampton and BRC award terms and conditions
	

Name:



Signature:



Date:






Please submit to the RIMG (on behalf of the BRC) by emailing:

Angela.Darekar@uhs.nhs.uk 

Joint UHS and UoS policy for imaging research in Southampton – BRC/MRI specific

Version 2, December 2019, Research Imaging Management Group
This Joint Policy applies to any academic activity, hereby referred to as “Project”, which involves imaging or imaging results at UHS, whether it is research, case report, case series, audit, service evaluation or other description not specifically mentioned here.

Planning and costing research
1. For research only: please inform RIMG (by emailing Angela.Darekar@uhs.nhs.uk) of the research at least one month prior to grant/award application form submission by completing the attached form
2. Please discuss protocols with the appropriate radiographer/radiologist/medical physicist assigned to the project by the Radiology Research Coordinator. This will ensure that accurate costings (or equivalent hours of scanning time) can be provided.
3. When costing grant applications, the Radiology Research team will advise on costing attribution across institutions. 

Ethical approval
1. The appropriate Health Research Authority and institutional (UHS or UoS) approvals need to be in place before the Project starts. 

Bookings
1. Please provide as much notice as possible for research bookings (at least 48 hours), and appreciate that they cannot always be accommodated at short notice. If particular procedures/personnel are required for bookings, these should be discussed with the Radiology Research team before RIMG approval is granted.
2. Liaise with the research radiographers for bookings, copying in RadiologyResearch@uhs.nhs.uk and provide: Name, DoB, Address, GP details, hospital ID (if available) and patient’s study ID.
3. Please use either the radiology research referral form or electronic requesting. Please clearly indicate the project title in the request and indicate that this is a research scan.

Overlap between research and clinical imaging
1. If requesting clinical imaging that will later be used for research purposes, please clarify this to the reporting radiologist on the request form. Appropriate funding and ethical approvals must be in place.

Publication
1. If manuscripts arise from Projects which make use of imaging data reported by UHS radiologists or involving UHS medical physicists, co-authorship or acknowledgement of these individuals should be discussed with them at the point of manuscript preparation.
2. Please include both UHS and UoS as affiliations, unless none of the authors have a honorary or substantive connection with UoS, and no use was made of any UoS facility. Please abide by the “Joint Partnership Policy and Guidance on Pre-clinical and Clinical Research Publications” v2.6, jointly approved by UHS and UoS.
3. Acknowledge resources (staff, space or equipment) of a particular imaging unit or department if these have been used.
4. Please remember to acknowledge any sponsorship you have received.
5. Please acknowledge BRC support using wording in section 4.5 below
6. For grants, please include the grant number and source. 
7. Please inform RIMG of publications arising from imaging performed at UHS.

Incidental findings
1. It is the recommendation of the RIMG that the Research Ethics Committee approved protocol defines precise instructions on how to consent for and manage incidental findings. These should specify a named clinician who will be responsible for managing incidental findings (reported by the radiologist(s) associated with the study) including informing the subject, arranging follow up tests and liaising with the GP as necessary. In the absence of clarity in the study protocol of any aspect relating to incidental findings, the Royal College of Radiologists’ guidance (https://www.rcr.ac.uk/publication/management-incidental-findings-detected-during-research-imaging), will need to be adhered to.

Data management
1. Please ensure that data uploads/transfers and archiving processes have been discussed with the relevant people within PACS/Radiology Research/Medical Physics (as appropriate) and have been funded accordingly (to be confirmed for the BRC MRI pump-priming scheme).
2. Please ensure that all data management is in compliance with the General Data Protection Regulation or its UK equivalent.



The award will only be made available if you meet the following conditions:

BRC award terms and conditions
1. The award is subject to the terms and conditions of the BRC4 Research Contract signed by the Department for Health and Social Care and University Hospital Southampton NHS Foundation Trust on 8th November 2022. Specific applicable BRC terms are set out in Schedule 1 attached to this award letter.  
2. The BRC funding is subject to the terms and conditions detailed in the BRC Collaboration Agreement signed by University Hospital Southampton NHS Foundation Trust and the University of Southampton, dated 15th September 2023.
3. Any additional grant funding secured by the postholder as a result of the BRC funding will be considered as grant income to the BRC.



As the successful applicant awarded funding you will be required to:
· Provide the BRC Manager with progress reports as requested by them, including a report at least 1 month prior to award end, plus information required to meet reporting requirements for NIHR, such as dates of submission of external applications
· Contribute to the relevant School/Faculty conference and seminar programmes and BRC and NIHR-related training and development events in accordance with NIHR guidance.
· Include an acknowledgement of NIHR Southampton BRC support on all publications, posters and other outputs resulting from this award.




Schedule 1 – Specific Applicable NIHR Southampton Biomedical Research Centre Terms

1 Definitions:
1.1 "Award” means the funding applied for in this application.
1.2 BRC Manager means the member of staff at UHS employed to have overall management responsibility for the BRC.
1.3 “BRC Research Contract” means the Biomedical Research Centre grant contract signed by University Hospital Southampton NHS Foundation Trust and the Department for Health and Social Care and which is incorporate by reference, to the Award Letter.
1.4 “Background IP” means any Intellectual Property in existence at the commencement of the Reseacrh or created, devised or generated other than in the performance of the Research and which is actually used in the performance of the Research.
1.5 “Confidential Information” means all information of a commercially sensitive nature including (but not limited to) specifications, drawings, circuit diagrams, tapes, discs and other computable readable media, documents, techniques and know-how which are disclosed by one Party to the other for use in or in connection with the BRC or any Research.
1.6 “Foreground IP” means any Intellectual Property (and/or property right in Samples) that is created, generated or developed (whether in whole or in part) during the course of and for the purpose of any part of the Research.
1.7 “Parties” means Awardee and University Hospital Southampton NHS Foundation Trust.
1.8 “Research” means the project undertaken supported by the Award.
1.9 “Research Data” means information or data that is collected, collated or generated in the performance of the Research and includes (but is not limited to) information or data that is presented or stored in searchable form. For the avoidance of doubt, Research Data: a) does not include, without limitation, information or data that has been analysed as part of the Research; b) does include, but is not limited to, images.
1.10 “Samples” means material (including but not limited to biological material, organisms and chemical compounds), specimens or extracts collected, obtained or generated (whether in whole or in part) during the course of and for the purpose of any part of the Research.
1.11 “UHS” means University Hospital Southampton NHS Foundation Trust.

2 Intellectual Property
2.1 Awardee shall promptly report all Foreground IP to UHS.
2.2 Each Party shall own the Research Data and Foreground IP generated by it under the BRC or Project and the terms of clauses 11, 16 and 17 of BRC Research Contract shall apply to the use, management and exploitation of Research Data and Foreground IP.
2.3 Nothing contained in the Award Letter related to this funding shall affect the absolute and unfettered rights of each Party in all inventions, discoveries and intellectual property contained in its Background IP.
2.4 Subject to the BRC Research Contract, each Awardee shall undertake and continue at its expense the timely prosecution and maintenance of all Foreground IP which is solely owned by Awardee. In the event that the Awardee is unable or unwilling to comply with its obligation under this Clause 2.4, UHS and Funder shall consider how best to deal with such Foreground IP and shall have the option to require an assignment of such Foreground IP to the other Party to enable prosecution and maintenance of such Foreground IP by that other Party at its own cost. In the event that any Party wishes to exploit commercially any Foreground IP assigned pursuant to this Clause 2.4 that Party shall pay to the assigning Party a royalty and/or other appropriate form of remuneration which is fair and reasonable taking into consideration the factors set out under Clause 3.3.
2.5 In the event that any of the Parties are jointly responsible for generating Research Data and/or Foreground IP such Research Data and/or Foreground IP shall be jointly owned by the Parties. Ownership in Foreground IP shall be in accordance with the inventive contribution made by each Party to the generation of such Foreground IP and ownership in Research Data shall be in accordance with the relative contributions of each Party to the generation of the Research Data.
2.6 Joint owners of Foreground IP shall agree between them on who shall be responsible for the timely prosecution and maintenance of all such Foreground IP and the Party that is nominated to be so responsible shall be entitled to charge the other joint owners with a percentage of the costs of so doing as agreed between the joint owners. In the absence of any agreement to the contrary between joint owners the costs shall be equally shared.

3 Exploitation of Intellectual Property
3.1 Each Party grants to the other Party a non-exclusive, royalty-free licence (without the right to sublicence) to:
3.1.1 use its Research Data and Foreground IP for their own non-commercial research and development purposes but not for the purposes of commercial exploitation; and
3.1.2 in the case of UHS to use University of Southampton Research Data and Foreground IP in clinical activities within UHS; 
3.1.3 subject to any existing third party obligations, use its Background IP for the purpose of undertaking the BRC and to enable the use of the Foreground IP pursuant to Clause 3.1.1 and 3.1.2 but not for the purposes of commercial exploitation.
3.2 The Parties will review and consider the optimum use of all Research Data and Foreground IP and agree which is the most suitable to effectively exploit or disseminate any Research Data and Foreground IP, subject to approval of the Funder.
3.3  In the event that any Party wishes to exploit commercially Foreground IP owned by the other Party, the owner of the Foreground IP shall grant to such Party a non-exclusive licence to use such Foreground IP for that purpose, subject to the agreement of appropriate terms in relation thereto, including a royalty and/or other appropriate form of remuneration which is fair and reasonable taking into consideration the respective financial and technical contributions of the Parties concerned to the development of the Foreground IP, the expenses incurred in securing intellectual property protection thereof and the costs of its commercial exploitation and any use of Background IP.
3.4 Should any of the Parties wish to exploit its own Foreground IP with a third party during the duration of the BRC, that Party must notify the other Party before approaching said third party, always provided that the disclosure of information required for such exploitation is subject to the obligations of confidentiality at least equivalent to those under Clause 11. Further any necessary notification to NIHR shall be made and their respective approval should be obtained or commercialisation agreement in place, if required, prior to exploitation.
3.5 In recognition of the Parties joint involvement with the BRC and the contribution to  development of the Foreground IP a Party exploiting its own Foreground IP will provide a fair revenue share to the other Party. In the event any revenues are due to the Funder revenues shall first be distributed to the Funder prior to sharing between the Parties.
3.6 Subject to Clause 3.4 each Party agrees (where it is free and reasonably able to do so) to license on fair and reasonable terms its Foreground IP and Background IP that may be required to enable any other Party to exploit its own Foreground IP or Background IP, always subject to the obligations of confidentiality under Clause 5.
3.7 With regard to joint inventions, the Parties owning such inventions agree to co-operate fully in the protection of such joint inventions and each Party shall be entitled to make use of such joint inventions subject only to negotiating a licence in good faith from the other Party for its interest in such joint inventions on similar terms to those set out in clause 3.3.
3.8 The University shall grant to the Funder a non-exclusive, irrevocable, royalty-free, worldwide licence together with the right to grant sub-licences to health service bodies or others directly engaged in providing health care, permitting the Funder to use and publish 
3.9 any information relating to the Research which is not Confidential Information of the University 
3.9.1 any Foreground IP; 
3.9.2 Research Data; 
3.9.3 Reports; 
3.9.4 arising know how; and, 
3.9.5 conclusions arising from the Research 
3.10 and in each case, the University acknowledges the Funder intends to exercise this right only where the Funder’s reasonable opinion the University is not appropriately managing, disseminating or using such items and in each case Funder is permitted to use or make available such items as it sees fit in support of: (i) the development, promotion or provision of health care that is not a commercial use; and/or (ii) for any other purpose that is not a 
commercial use.

4 Publication
4.1 Subject to the provisions of Clauses 2, 3 and 5 neither Party shall disclose or publish information or Foreground IP for the duration of the BRC and for 3 (three) years thereafter without the consent of the other Party , such consent, not to be unreasonably withheld or delayed. Further the Parties must seek to obtain all necessary consents from NIHR and any Collaborating Parties prior to publication. The obligation to seek consent of NIHR or continues after the end of the Research.
4.2  Subject to 4.1, the Parties shall be permitted to publish the Research Data of the BRC which they have undertaken in accordance with normal academic practice, subject always to the provisions of Clauses 8 and 5, and providing such disclosure does not jeopardise any application for Foreground IP protection by any Party. Request for such consent must be submitted together with the material proposed for publication to the BRC Manager. If any Party can reasonably demonstrate that such a disclosure contains material that would prejudice the value of any Background IP and/or Foreground IP, that Party shall inform the BRC Manager in writing within 28 days of that Party receiving a copy of the proposed publication and in that event the disclosure shall be amended so as to meet the objections of that Party or delayed to address their concerns.
4.3 Subject to the provisions of Clause 3 where in the opinion of UHS a proposed publication contains patentable or commercially sensitive subject matter which needs protection then the Party proposing to publish may be requested to refrain from doing so for a maximum of six 6 months in order to allow for application for patent protection in the name and at the cost of the relevant owner of the Foreground IP. The provisions of Clause 2 and 3  shall apply in respect of any licence to such Foreground IP.
4.4 Nothing contained in the Award Letter related to this funding shall prevent the submission of a thesis to examiners in accordance with the normal regulations of the Parties subject where appropriate to such examiners being bound by conditions of confidentiality in no less terms than those outlined in Clause 5 nor to the placing of such thesis in the library of the appropriate Research Party provided that access to such thesis shall only be available on conditions of confidentiality no less onerous than those contained in Clause 5 hereof.
4.5 The University shall ensure that all project investigators acknowledge in all theses,  papers and other publications (including from non-BRC projects) that they receive support from the NIHR Southampton BRC, in accordance with BRC Research Contract. The form of words is: “[investigator initials] is supported by the National Institute for Health and Care Research through the NIHR Southampton Biomedical Research Centre”. 
4.6 The Parties acknowledge that NIHR is entitled to publish the whole or any part of the Report. If the Parties wishes NIHR to delay such publication, it must submit a request in writing to the NIHR giving reasons for the requested delay which shall be considered in accordance with the NIHR’s Information for Authors’ Dual Publication Guidance and Embargo Policy as defined in the NIHR Contract and amended from time-to-time.
4.7 Neither Party shall use the other's name, crest, logo or registered image for any purpose without the express permission of the other Party. The Parties will agree treatment for referencing each others involvement in the BRC and joint branding for their activities subject to compliance with Clause 4.8 and the BRC Research Contract.
4.8 Neither Party shall issue any press release, public statement, or other media announcement related to the BRC or any Research Data or Foreground IP without the prior consent of the other Party and Funder, as applicable.
4.9 The Parties (in the case of the University via UHS must notify the Funder of any intention to issue a press release at least three (3) business days prior to any press release issued by it or on its behalf, directly related to the Research or Foreground IP, arising now how or Research Data or of matters arising from such Research. Awardee shall send one draft copy of the proposed press release to UHS at least five (5) business days before the date intended for release. For the avoidance of doubt this obligation shall continue in full force and effect following expiry of the Award letter  
4.10 The Parties shall comply with guidance and advice from Funder on branding and publicity which may be issued from time to time including, but not limited to Funder’s guidance on the format for websites, press releases and use of social media, permitted use of the NIHR, BRC, NHS and Department of Health and Social Care brands, names and logos and ensuring all branding references to the BRC are prefixed with the term “NIHR”.  

5 Confidentiality
5.1 The Parties hereto agree to use all reasonable endeavours to ensure that any Confidential Information disclosed or submitted in writing or any other tangible form to one Party (“Receiving Party”) by the other (“Disclosing Party”) shall be treated with the same care and discretion to avoid disclosure as the Receiving Party uses with its own similar information which it does not wish to disclose. Any information disclosed orally that is identified by the Disclosing Party as Confidential Information shall be treated the same as if it had been reduced to writing at the time of disclosure to the Receiving Party.
5.2 The Receiving Party shall not, during a period of seven (7) years after the termination of this Award Letter, use any such Confidential Information for any purpose other than the carrying out of its obligations under this Award funding or other than in accordance with the terms of this Award funding.
5.3 The undertaking in Clause 5.1 above shall not apply to Confidential Information:
5.3.1 which, at the time of disclosure, has already been published or is otherwise in the public domain other than through breach of the terms of this Award funding;
5.3.2 which, after disclosure to the Parties, is subsequently published or comes into the public domain by means other than an action or omission on the part of any of the Parties;
5.3.3 which a Party can demonstrate was known to him or subsequently independently developed by them;
5.3.4 lawfully acquired from third parties who had a right to disclose it with no obligations of confidentiality to any of the Parties; or 
5.3.5 is required to be disclosed by applicable law or court order or by any Party's regulatory body, which is empowered by Statute or Statutory Instrument, but only to the extent of such disclosure and the Receiving Party shall notify the Disclosing Party promptly of any such request.
5.4 Staff and students and any agents, consultants or sub-contractors engaged to work on the BRC will be subject to the principles of confidentiality outlined in this Clause 5.

6 Term and Termination
6.1 The terms of this award shall come into force on the date when the Acceptance Statement is signed by the Awardee and remain in full force and effect until 31st March 2028 unless terminated earlier in accordance with the provisions of this Clause 6.
6.2 In the event that any Party shall commit any breach of or default in any terms or conditions of this Award funding, the other Party may serve written notice of such breach or default on the defaulting Party and in the event that such Party fails to remedy such default or breach within sixty (60) days after receipt of such written notice the other Party may, at their option and in addition to any other remedies which they may have at law or equity, terminate this Award funding by sending notice of termination in writing to the other Party. 
6.3 If any Party (a) materially breaches any provisions of this Award funding ; or (b) passes a resolution for its winding-up; or if (c) a court of competent jurisdiction makes an order for that Party’s winding-up or dissolution; or makes an administration order in relation to that Party; or if any Party (e) appoints a receiver over, or an encumbrancer takes possession of or sells an asset of, that Party; or (f) makes an arrangement or composition with its creditors generally; or (g) makes an application to a court of competent jurisdiction for protection from its creditors generally; the other Party may terminate their involvement in the BRC.  
6.4 In the event the BRC Research Contract terminates UHS may terminate this Award funding with immediate effect.

7 General
7.1 Each Party shall indemnify each of the other Parties, within the limits set out in this Clause 6, in respect of liability resulting from acts or omissions of itself, its employees or its students provided always that such indemnity shall not extend to claims for indirect or consequential loss or damages such as, but not limited to, loss of profit, revenue, contracts or the like.
7.2 Any amendments to this Award funding shall be valid only if made in writing and signed by authorised signatories of the Parties.
7.3 If any part or any provision of this Award funding shall to any extent prove invalid or unenforceable in law the remainder of such provision and all other provisions of this Award funding shall remain valid and enforceable to the fullest extent permissible by law, and such provision shall be deemed to be omitted from this Award funding to the extent of such invalidity or unenforceability. The remainder of this Award funding shall continue in full force and effect and the Parties shall negotiate in good faith to replace the invalid or unenforceable provision with a valid, legal and enforceable provision which has an effect as close as possible to the provision or terms being replaced.
7.4 No failure to exercise or delay in the exercise of any right or remedy which any Party may have under this Award funding or in connection with this Award funding shall operate as a waiver thereof, and nor shall any single or partial exercise of any such right or remedy prevent any further or other exercise thereof or of any other such right or remedy.
7.5 This Award funding including its Schedule supersedes all other agreements and understandings, whether written or oral, between the Parties about the BRC  constitutes the entire agreement between the Parties regarding the BRC.
7.6 Except as otherwise expressly provided for herein, the Parties confirm that nothing in this Award funding shall confer or purport to confer on any third party any benefit or any right to enforce any term of this Award funding for the purposes of Contracts (Rights of Third Parties) Act 1999.
7.7 This Award funding shall be governed by and construed in accordance with English Law and each Party agrees to submit to the exclusive jurisdiction of the English Courts as regards any claim or matter arising under this Award funding.
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