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Southampton Hospitals Charity Research Funding Award 2022
Southampton Hospitals Charity (SHC) has actively engaged in raising funds for research projects over many years. The Charity recognises that pioneering clinical and healthcare research plays a critical role at UHS as a teaching hospital and is vital to delivering improved patient care across all areas. The Charity has a unique relationship with its donors and has the capacity to harness their philanthropy to achieve significant healthcare benefits through investment in projects that represent value for money, have scientific merit and measurable impact, and are aligned to local priorities. 
Southampton Hospitals Charity has undertaken to support innovative research projects with the potential to demonstrate direct benefit to UHS patients. Seed funding for proof of concept or small projects will be raised to enable clinicians and researchers to prove their hypotheses, gather preliminary data and secure future grants.





Key information 
Southampton Hospitals Charity will raise funds of up £100k for research proposals within this scheme. The total number of projects awarded will be determined by quality and impact. An exceptionally strong case for funding should be presented for any project costing over £50k.
Fundraising will launch once the successful projects have been selected. Projects are therefore not expected to commence until 9-12 months after award confirmation i.e. not before January 2023.
All research designs, disciplines, and scope, except for basic science projects, will be considered. SHC has identified a number of research areas for this round, based on the potential for timely fundraising: 
· cancer care
· cardiology
· child health, including neonatal
· neurology
· ophthalmology
Projects may or may not consider conditions related to COVID-19 – it is not a requirement.
Individuals, research teams or multi-organisational groups may apply, provided the lead applicant holds a substantive or honorary contract with University Hospital Southampton Foundation Trust (UHS). 
Projects should last no longer than two years. Projects will be expected to pump prime larger projects, further successful grant applications or clinical trials within three years. 

Which costs are eligible? 
The award will fund direct research costs, including the salaries of research or technical support staff, consumables, travel, public and patient engagement and involvement activities, and dissemination costs. Research equipment costs (purchase, maintenance, licences or software) up to £5k will be considered. As projects funded by this scheme are not eligible for automatic CRN portfolio adoption, any service support costs must either be costed within the grant or covered by external sources.

Which costs are ineligible?
Charitable funds are not a substitute for government funding of basic healthcare provided by the NHS. For example, this award will not cover core NHS posts, staff statutory training, or equipment that is essential to the maintenance of clinical service. Basic science projects are not eligible to apply to this current scheme. 
The award will not cover applicant, co-applicant or collaborators’ salaries or consultancy fees, any indirect costs such as administrative, depreciation or maintenance costs, or other overheads.

Costing template
Proposals will be costed by the UHS R&D grants team and successful projects will be hosted by UHS. The current costing template is available here. Requests to R&D for costs must be made via researchgrants@uhs.nhs.uk at least 10 working days before the full application deadline – UHS R&D reserves the right to reject requests received after this point. 
If appropriate, costs from other institutions must be sought from the correct finance office and be clearly identified in the final calculation. FEC will not be paid on University of Southampton costs and should be excluded in the final submission.

Review process
Scheme launch – 15 November 2021
Deadline for full applications and costing template – 26 January 2022 
Applications will only be accepted via a fully completed application form – appendix A – and costing template to researchgrants@uhs.nhs.uk.
Projects are expected to consider the NIHR carbon reduction guidelines relating to research (https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/the-nihr-carbon-reduction-guidelines/21685) in line with the UHS strategic commitment to sustainability (https://www.uhs.nhs.uk/AboutTheTrust/Sustainability-at-UHS/Sustainability-at-UHS.aspx) 
Applications will be assessed by a panel convened under the direction of the UHS R&D Director in February 2022.  The panel will be drawn from UHS and UoS researchers with appropriate experience. The feasibility of fundraising for the shortlist of potential research projects will be considered by Southampton Hospitals Charity before the final awards are selected.  
Successful projects will be confirmed by 31 March 2022. It is expected that fundraising will be completed within a maximum of 12 months, enabling projects to start in Q4 2022/23 (i.e. between January to March 2023).
If alternative funding from external sources becomes available, the researcher must inform UHS R&D grants immediately. In this case, the Charity may consider a revised project, e.g. additional research activities. SHC reserves the right to withdraw the offer of funds or allocate any funds already raised to another project. 


Appendix A – application form
	Lead applicant details

	Full name
	

	Title
	
	Telephone No

	Email address
	

	Current post & Division
	

	Employment contract with UHS
	UHS Substantive / UHS honorary

	Research proposal

	Proposal title
	

	Proposal start and finish dates*
(*Project start date is dependent on fundraising by SHC and is unlikely to be before January 2023. Project duration is up to 2 years.)
	

	Project details – lay summary
Include:
· Background
· Objectives
· Project design
· Outcomes
1500 words max
	

	Research partners
· Detail your research team – names, post, and description of role/contribution to this project
· Will this proposal involve collaboration with other organisations across the H&IoW region? Please detail.

	

	Research impact
· Provide details of plans to realise impact on patients, public and/or health and care services, including timescales, at a regional or national level.
· Approximate size of population to be impacted
· How will this award enable future activity?
500 words max
	

	Budget and resources
Detail the budget required for this project in Year 1 and Year 2 (if applicable).
Please attach a copy of the UHS R&D costing template to your application. 
	

	Existing support
Detail any funding or in-kind support already committed to deliver this project.
	

	Alternative funding support
Is this proposal under consideration by any other funder? If yes, please detail.
	

	Additional information
Is there any further information that may support your application?
	

	SHC engagement & fundraising
· Do you consent to being involved with the Charity to support fundraising efforts?
· What is the key message to communicate to potential funders?
500 words max
	

	Research sustainability
How will this project meet NIHR guidance and the UHS strategic commitment to sustainability?
500 words max
	

	Authorisation

	PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE SECURED AGREEMENT FROM YOUR HEAD OF DEPARTMENT OR R&D LEAD TO SUBMIT THIS PROPOSAL AND FOR THE LEAD APPLICANT TO ACT IN THE CAPACITY OF CHIEF INVESTIGATOR SHOULD THE FUNDING BE AWARDED 

	Head of department or R&D lead name and email address
	

	Head of department or R&D lead signature
	

	Applicant signature
	

	Date of application
	

	Send your completed application form and costing template to researchgrants@uhs.nhs.uk 
Closing date for submissions: 26 January 2022
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