UHS R&D Small Grants Scheme 2021

University Hospital Southampton NHS Foundation Trust (UHS) R&D is seeking grant applications from investigators across the Southampton Partnership for research funding proposals that align with research portfolios within UHS clinical divisions, and/or the UHS/UoS research infrastructure: 

· NIHR Southampton Clinical Research Facility (CRF)
· NIHR Southampton Biomedical Research Centre (BRC)
· NIHR Wessex Applied Research Collaboration (ARC)
· Cancer Research UK Centre/ NIHR Southampton CRUK Experimental Medicine Cancer Centre (ECMC)
· Southampton Emerging Therapies and Technology Centre (SETT) 

Background
Pioneering research and innovation play a critical role at UHS as a teaching hospital and are vital to the successful delivery of the Trust’s corporate strategy. They drive the development of clinical services, improve patient outcomes, and secure external income through research awards and clinical funding streams. Fundamental to this is the long-standing partnership with the University of Southampton (UoS) that has jointly secured significant national infrastructure funding from the National Institute for Health Research. UHS R&D proposes to support a number of research projects through a small grants scheme to clinical researchers within the UHS-UoS Southampton Partnership. 

Strategic priorities 
Established NIHR infrastructures (CRF, BRC, ECMC and CRUK Cancer Centre) support the delivery of challenging and transformational early phase research, whilst the Wessex ARC identifies research and innovation priorities and accelerates their testing and adoption into practice.
The SETT Centre aims to innovate and provide access to emerging capabilities; drive improved outcomes in gene and cell therapies, and the trial of new medical technology, devices and software; and utilise existing healthcare data to develop leading data science and artificial intelligence capability.
Research and innovation is key to the foundation of the UHS Always Improving strategy, including data driven decisions and technology adoption, and will drive change and improvements in outcomes necessary to deliver the NHS Long Term Plan. 

Award details
· Duration – up to 3 years
· Value – up to £50k per project
· Nature of research – all research designs, disciplines, scope and focus will be considered, including experimental laboratory science, provided the project aligns with the research and/or clinical strategies of the infrastructure. 
· Anticipated outcome – the award is expected to pump prime larger projects, further grant applications or clinical trials within 2-3 years. 
· Research team – the award is open to all UHS and UoS researchers, individually or as collaborations. The lead investigator will have a substantive or honorary contract with UHS. UoS investigators will have to show a clear involvement of UHS collaborators. 
· Outputs – an annual progress report and impact statement with respect to the strategic aims must be submitted to the management panel.
Costing
· Proposals must be fully costed using standard processes of either UHS R&D grants team or UoS research funding team. 
· If appropriate, costs from each institution must be included, and separately identified, in the final calculation.
· FEC will not be paid on UoS costs and should be excluded in the final submission.
· The substantive employer of the lead investigator will be the host organisation. 
· The host organisation will manage the award.
· Eligible costs include: staffing, equipment up to £5k, study consumables, travel, participant costs. Reasonable costs for software and licences will be considered. This award is not intended for substantial capital investment; however, capital equipment >£5k may be considered if essential to providing significant added value to the research proposal. Full justification is required. 
· As projects funded by this scheme are not eligible for automatic CRN portfolio adoption, any service support costs must either be costed within the grant or covered by external sources.
· A minimum of 10% of the total award must be allocated to core infrastructure support in the expectation that some or more of the following services will be required e.g. PPIE, communications, data management/statistics support. 
· UHS R&D has allocated up to £0.5m in total for research proposals within this scheme. The total number of projects awarded will be determined by quality and impact. 


Review process 
· Grant call opens 1 November 2021
· Closing date for applications is 26 January 2022 
· Applications will only be accepted via a fully completed application form – appendix A – and must be accompanied by the appropriate UHS or UoS costing template. Applications to be sent to researchgrants@uhs.nhs.uk 
· Applications assessed by a panel convened under the direction of UHS R&D Director during February 2022. The panel will be drawn from UHS and UoS with appropriate experience. 
· Outcome letters (award letters for successful applications) will be sent no later than 31 March 2022.   
· Funding allocated to grant cost centres by end March 2022.


Appendix A - application form
	Lead applicant details

	Full name
	

	Title
	
	Telephone No

	Contact address
	

	Email address
	

	Current post
	

	Employment contract with UHS
	UHS Substantive / UHS honorary (delete as appropriate)

If neither, who is your UHS research partner?

	Research proposal

	Proposal title
	

	Proposal start and finish dates*
*funds will be available from 1 April 2022. Project duration is up to 3 years.
	

	Project details – lay summary
Include:
· Background
· Objectives
· Project design
· Outcomes

1500 words max
	

	Research partners
· Detail your research team – names, post, and description of role/contribution to this project
· Will this proposal involve collaboration between UHS and UoS individuals and teams? Please describe.

	

	Research impact
(a) How does the project align with the strategic priorities of UHS-UoS Partnership?
(b) How will this award enable future activity?

500 words max
	

	Budget and resources
Detail the budget required for this project by year.
Please attach a copy of the appropriate UHS R&D or UoS costing template to your application. 
	

	Existing support
Detail any funding or in-kind support already committed to deliver this project.
	

	Infrastructure support requirements*
Describe the support your proposal will need from:
(a) PPI team
(b) R&D communications team
(c) statistics
(d) data management

*these elements will be provided by the infrastructure and should not be costed in the finances. A proportion of the award will automatically be allocated to these functions.
500 words max
	

	Additional information
Is there any further information that may support your application?
	

	Authorisation

	PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOU HAVE SECURED AGREEMENT FROM YOUR HEAD OF DEPARTMENT TO SUBMIT THIS PROPOSAL AND FOR THE LEAD APPLICANT TO ACT IN THE CAPACITY OF CHIEF INVESTIGATOR SHOULD THE FUNDING BE AWARDED 

	Head of department or R&D lead name and email address
	

	Head of department’s signature
	

	Name and signature of director of CRF, BRC, ARC, CRUK Centre, SETT as appropriate
	

	Applicant’s signature
	

	Date of application
	

	Send your completed application form and costing template to researchgrants@uhs.nhs.uk
Closing date for submissions: 26 January 2022



UHS R&D Small Grants Scheme 2021 		2
