
Antibiotic guidance for MCUG 
(children over six months) 

Information for patients, parents and guardians
We have given you this factsheet because your child has an appointment for a micturating 
cystourethrogram (MCUG). In preparation for this procedure, your child will need to have a short 
course of antibiotics. 

We hope this factsheet will answer some of the questions you may have. If there is anything you don’t 
understand, a member of your child’s healthcare team will be happy to explain further.
 
Why does my child need antibiotics?
The MCUG involves us inserting a catheter (a thin, plastic tube) into your child’s bladder. This can 
increase their risk of a urinary tract infection and the antibiotics may help to prevent this.

Before the MCUG
Your child will need to be on antibiotics for three days in total:
• one whole day before the procedure
• the day of the procedure 
• one whole day after the procedure 

If your child is on prophylactic or preventative trimethoprim
You will need to double your child’s usual dose of antibiotics and give this to them twice a day (instead 
of once a day) for the three-day period outlined above.

If your child is on a different prophylactic or preventative antibiotic
Please contact your child’s GP to discuss changing their usual antibiotics to a treatment dose for the 
three-day period outlined above.

If your child does not usually take preventative or prophylactic antibiotics
Your child must be prescribed a three-day course of treatment dose antibiotics. Please consult your 
child’s GP or the healthcare team looking after your child at the hospital to arrange this.

After the MCUG
After the procedure, your child will be able to eat and drink as normal, and resume their normal day-
to-day activities.

Your child must complete the short course of antibiotics as prescribed for the procedure. 

If your child was on prophylactic or preventative antibiotics before the procedure, they must continue to 
take the antibiotics as prescribed until told otherwise by their doctor.



Contact us
If you have any questions before the procedure, please telephone the children’s radiology department.

Telephone: 023 8120 4429 (Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 4.30pm) 

www.uhs.nhs.uk/childrenshospital

Version 1. Published November 2020. Due for review November 2023. 2792

For a translation of this document, or a version in another format such as easy 
read, large print, Braille or audio, please telephone 0800 484 0135 or email 
patientsupporthub@uhs.nhs.uk

For help preparing for your visit, arranging an interpreter or accessing the hospital 
please visit www.uhs.nhs.uk/additionalsupport


